
A big welcome to all the new doctors who have joined us last august. If you are reading this you have found the mess ok!

A new mess committee has been formed and got together  on a couple of occasions earlier in august to discuss our plans for the next few months.

These are just some of the things that were brought up:

· Membership: 
We were very pleased that so many of you joined on your induction day. We managed to persuade a few more later on and we think we got almost all the juniors to become paying members. Well done!

· Social Events: 

Helen C organised the excellent night out to Fellini’s in Middlesbrough earlier in august. For those of you who missed it, we had a great time! Cheers Helen!
Fiona, Ed, Vicky and Bisher are busy organising our Ceilidh in honour of St Andrew’s Day planned for convenience to held on the 18th of October. We hope to see some wild dancing, plenty of boozing, perhaps some food and a raffle in support of our chosen charity. Everyone is welcome so get your ward to come along to what promises to be another fab event!

There will be a Xmas dinner on the 12th of December consisting of a three hour cruise on the Tuxedo Princess, free bar and paid entry to the nightclub for afters! Places are limited so be sure to put your name down early-speak to Helen C. Cheers again Helen!

· Summer Ball After-effects:

The Summer Ball organised by Bisher & Evin last 12th of July will have to be noted as one of the most drunken but utterly funtastic event in the history of James Cook! We  are looking for any photos, quotes or stories you may have for a collage. Fancy embarrassing your sworn enemy or your best friend? Get in touch with us!

· Charity:

We have raised a total of £300 for the Teesside Hospice through our Cheese & Wine last march and the raffle draw at our Summer Ball in July. This year we will be supporting the Save the Children branch in Middlesbrough. Any ideas for fundraising are welcome- contact Fiona.

· Mess brochure:
We are organising a competition with prizes for the best idea that will really sell our mess to future prospective members for years to come. This will  be sponsored by the MDU. Interested? Contact Bisher ASAP

· New mess services:

We are due to move to our new mess in May 2003. You’ve seen the plans but don’t know where it is? Join the club! Helen B is on the case to get us a few extra home comforts including hot water heater, fresh water cooler, internet cabling and swipe card electronic lock for greater security and convenience. We have already found a pool table (currently at the General) which will be donated by the Residency department. Ideas and suggestions welcome!

· Web site:

We are thinking of setting up a website to make announcements, collect memorable pics and keep people in touch. If you are a bit of a web wizard and fancy helping out, why not come forward and contact Evin?

· Miscellaneous:

Vicky has been enquiring about a coin operated hot beverage machine. The catering department tells us it wont be possible to commission one until next spring. They have agreed to clean out the percolator every day instead and Ed has kindly purchased some disposable filters and additional coffee supplies. If you would like to see other items provided then please let Ed or Vicky know.

Following the recent donation of a PC station by the Postgraduate department, a formal request for the installation of a network connection has been forwarded to the IT people. We await their quote to instruct them to go ahead with the works. Sorry for the delay!
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